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Notes on the Contributors
Graham Bippart recently graduated from Bucknell University
(Lewisburg, PA) with a B.A. in Philosophy. His interests and favorite
research topics include language and Enlightenment philosophies,
Shakespeare, and Joyce, but in his last year he concentrated primarily on
modernist literature and theory.
Anna Juan an undergraduate student at Bucknell University double
majoring in English and Comparative Humanities with a minor in French.
She is spending the fall semester of her junior year studying in Bath,
England. This paper was the product of a peculiar semester in which Anna
studied sexuality in a Comparative Humanities course (History of
Sexuality) and an East Asian Studies course (Passions/Perversions in
Japanese Film) at Bucknell. This, in turn, introduced the intriguing
prospect of studying various theories of sexuality from both Western and
Eastern perspectives. In this History of Sexuality essay, Anna undertook
the task of examining Diotima’s physicality and its effect on her contribution to the testosterone-driven realm of the Symposium as the only
female.
Nick Kupensky recently graduated from Bucknell University, completing
his B.A. with majors in Comparative Humanities (honors), Russian and
English. He has studied in Bath, England, and Moscow, Russia, and recently defended his honors thesis entitled “‘Our Own Flesh and Blood?’:
Tolstoy’s Problem with Shakespeare in Russia,” which argued that the rich
matrix of global genealogies present in Tolstoy’s fiction authorize his critique of Russian literature’s obsession with Shakespeare. Nick has also presented conference papers on colonialism, theories of influence, and translation studies on writers such as Emerson, Freud, Hafiz, Plato, Pushkin,
Saadi, Shakespeare, Tolstoy, Turgenev, and Woolf. His current research
includes essays on Samuel Johnson’s theories on translation and comprehension, steelworker poetry, and the literature of suicide. After spending a
year studying at Moscow International University, Nick will enter Yale’s
Ph.D. Program in Slavic Languages and Literatures in the Fall of 2008.
Marcus Ladd recently graduated from Bucknell University, completing
his B.A. in Anthropology and Classics; he has studied at UC Cork in
Ireland as well. His interest is in how stories, especially myths and legends, can reflect not only on a culture's worldview but also their history,
v

taking a particular interest in the Celtic cultures in their various forms in
different times and places. The paper on Arthur is the result of a long-time
fascination with the Arthurian legend combined with a paper first conceived during an independent study in Welsh. His other current project is
the editing of his translation of a text called the "Liber de Ordine
Creaturarum" (Book on the Order of Creations), a Hiberno-Latin text written by an early Irish monk. He'd like to thank Professor Alf Siewers for
help with both the research and the editing involved in the development of
the paper on the historical Arthur. Marcus will begin the University of
Toronto’s Master Program in Mediaeval Studies this fall.
Chad Miller recently graduated from Youngstown State University
(Youngstown, Ohio) with a B.A in Psychology and Philosophy. His other
academic interests include Art History, Film, and Economics. Chad's
interest in virtual worlds stems from their ability to offer an opportunity
to study human cultural behavior within a unique environment. His work
as President of the Student Government Association has sparked an interest in using research to guide policy creation and engender positive
change, both at the university and government levels, and he intends to
pursue graduate studies in this area. His current research involves Jury
Nullification, the tacit power of juries to judge a defendant based on their
collective sense of justice rather than the strict letter of the law.
Daylin Oakes is currently a junior at Bucknell University. She plans to
double major in Philosophy and Classics. She is also a member of the
Humanistic Scholars program. This paper was writen for a Comparative
Humanities course entitled “Art, Nature, Knowledge” which covered the
evolution of western thought from late Medieval period through the nineteenth century. Darwin’s On the Origin of Species, amoung the course's
many revolutionary readings, captured Daylin’s attention for its combination of humble and head on argumentative style.
Marie Vivienne Pineda is an undergraduate student at the Whitehead
School of Diplomacy and International Relations at Seton Hall University
(South Orange, NJ). She is interested in literary works that examine ethnic identities because of her own experience growing up in America as a
Filipino immigrant. Marie’s wrote her essay, “Unique Experiences Draw
Universal Audience”, for an English class on poetry.

Toàn Phan is currently a Ph.D. student at the Economics Department of
Northwestern University (Evanston, IL) after recently graduating from
Bucknell University (Lewisburg, PA) in 2006. He spent most of his undervi

graduate career doing research on pure mathematics, with occasional
experiments in painting and photography. He had hoped to find a synthesis between the logical ideas of mathematical abstraction and the nonrational feelings of aesthetics, but was interrupted by his other interests in
theories of human nature, existential philosophy, egoism, narcissism, and
cigarette lighters. Toàn contributed the painting on the cover of this issue,
which he titled “Re-Birth of the Artist” (2006).
Gordon Michael Purves is currently in a Ph.D. program at the University
of South Carolina (Columbia, SC), where he is studying philosophy of science and the philosophy of quantum theory. He is recent graduate of
Bucknell University in philosophy and physics. His primary research
interests are in the incorporation ontology into physical theories through
rational methodology, with a particular focus on counter-paradigmatic
realist interpretations of quantum theory. The paper presented here on
Falsificationist Realism is a selection from his undergraduate honors thesis in philosophy, in which he argued that a phenomenological foundationionalism has dominated philosophy of science since Descartes, and then
provided an ontologically oriented alternative, arguing its superior ability
to progress both science and technology. He was also the only member of
his graduating class to complete two separate honors theses, the second
one being in physics. The physics thesis demonstrated historically the
phenomenological foundationalism of quantum theory, and then developed an ontological alternative to the standard interpretation based on his
radical philosophy of science, using that philosophy to devise several
experimental tests that could differentiate between the two. By doing so,
he demonstrated the ability of an ontological scientific methodology to
progress science in ways that the common phenomenological methodology cannot, as well as its ability to solve problems that are insoluble within
the standard model.
Josh Taylor is a recent graduate of Youngstown State University in
Philosophy. His undergraduate work focused on the exploration of virtual worlds and their cultural impact. In addition to writings and presentations on this topic, he has participated in a both board and video game
design projects. Perhaps the most interesting of Josh's academic endeavors has been a week spent as a research subject for an anthropology student studying gaming culture (see Chad Miller’s article in this collection)
and a presentation on a statistical analysis of the Nintendo game Tecmo
Super Bowl with mathematician and fellow YSU graduate Dave Gohlke at
YSU's Pi Mu Epsilon Regional Conference (February, 2006).
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Michelle Toumayants is a 2006 graduate of Penn State University (State
College, PA), where she received her B.A. in Comparative Literature and
African Studies. During her time at Penn State, she maintained a 4.0 grade
point average and was the recipient of honors such as the Bayard Award
for Excellence in Comparative Literature, the Evan Pugh Scholar Award,
the Africana Research Center Scholar Award. She is also a member of Phi
Beta Kappa and Chi Gamma Lambda, the national Comparative Literature
Honor Society. While participating in Dr. Aldon Nielsen's course on
African American poetry at Penn State University, Michelle undertook the
task of researching the link between Melvin B. Tolson's erudite poetry and
his affinity toward African proverbs. Because Tolson's extensive collection
of African proverbs has been relatively unexplored by scholars, this
research proved to be challenging, yet rewarding. This article is hopefully
the first of many that will focus the proverbs' roles in Tolson's eclectic and
varied work. She plans to continue her studies in Comparative Literature
in the fall of 2007.
Nicole Vesa is currently finishing her B.A. Honors Degree in English at
Guelph University in Southern Ontario. She has also attended Laurentian
University at Georgian College (Barrie, Ontario) where she acquired
Deane’s List status during the third year of her degree. Nicole has volunteered in both grade one and grade two classrooms and plans to attend
teacher’s college when she is finished with her degree.
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